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Georgia Southern University foundations merge to enhance
student success
July 8, 2019
Save
The Armstrong Foundation of Georgia Southern University, Inc. has merged with, and into, the Georgia Southern
University Foundation, Inc., effective July 1. This strategic consolidation of foundation resources will streamline
fundraising systems while honoring the integrity of donor requests.
The boards of trustees of the Georgia Southern University Foundation Inc., and the Armstrong Foundation of Georgia
Southern University, Inc. unanimously agreed to merge the two foundations during a joint meeting in May.
“This is a significant step toward honoring our past and forging the new Georgia Southern,” said President Kyle Marrero.
“My gratitude and thanks to the Board members, volunteers and donors who have supported Georgia Southern and
Armstrong and now support our new vision. By uniting forces, we have a boundless potential to impact our University in
a meaningful way.”
The chairs of both foundations spoke out in favor of this step when it was presented to their boards.
“There is considerable strength in numbers,” said Mike Kemp, past chairman of the Armstrong Foundation of Georgia
Southern, Inc. “Together, we can provide exceptional opportunities to meet the needs of our students and faculty
through scholarships and fund endowments that support student success and encourage teaching excellence at each of
Georgia Southern’s campuses.”
“July 1 was another exciting day for Georgia Southern University. Merging the foundations allows us to leverage
combined donor bases, volunteer engagement and financial assets to have a greater impact in supporting the new
Georgia Southern University’s mission and priorities,” said Billy Hickman, chairman of Georgia Southern University
Foundation, Inc. “We look forward to growing stronger together.”
Georgia Southern University, a public Carnegie Doctoral/R2 institution founded in 1906, offers 141 degree programs
serving nearly 26,500 students through nine colleges on three campuses in Statesboro, Savannah, Hinesville and online
instruction. A leader in higher education in southeast Georgia, the University provides a diverse student population with
expert faculty, world-class scholarship and hands-on learning opportunities. Georgia Southern creates lifelong learners
who serve as responsible scholars, leaders and stewards in their communities. Visit GeorgiaSouthern.edu.
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